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Remarks 

The Office Action objected to the presentation of trademarks, and to the ext^snt 
possible^ the Examiner^s requirements have been complied with. However, as to the use of 
trademarks in the claims, in the textile indijstry, it is common for a trademark fiber or other 
chemical to maintain its properties over an extended period of thne. Tn particular, in claims 4, 
7, 10, 17 and 1 8, the trademarks are presented u\ conjunction with style designation numbers, 
such numbers may be changed if the formulation is changed, but it is unlikely the substance 
desigoated would vary, so it is believed that the claims maintain their de:Gnite in tllis. 

The Office Action rejected claims 1-21 as being either anticipated by our obvious 
from the disclosure of U.S, Patent 6,265,920 to Rubin et al. These rejections are respectfully 
tra-versed. 

The present invention relates to fabrics made with inherent flame resj stJiTit fiher_ 
"Inherently flame resistance" is a term of art in the textile industry* as exemplified by the 
attached Dictionary of Fiber & Textile Technology providiag a definition for "inherent flame 
resistance": 

As applied to textiles, flame resistance that derives from an 
essential characteristic of the fiber from which the textile is 
made. 

That is, the resistance is a property of the fiber, and is not derived from the application of a 
topical finish. All of the claims employ this claim language. 

The Rubin et al. patent discloses a fabric which is subjected to a top coat to give it 
flame resistance (see column 4, lines 7-20). The fibers involved are described at column 3, 
line 16-27: none of the fibers listed there have inherent flame resistance, except for the 
fiberglass- According to Rubin, if fiberglass is used, it should be covered with a different 
fiber (column 6, lines 16-33)» and none of Rubin's covering fibers are inlicrently flame 
resistant. 

Thus, claim 1 , which says that the finish applied on the inherently flame resistant 
fibers of tlie fabric distinguishes over the Rubin et al patent because to the extent that there are 

58307.doc 14 



PAGE 15/19 * RCVD AT 12/12/2003 1:26:46 PM (Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF'1/1 * DNIS:8729306 * CSiD:3362712830* DURATION (mm-ss):06-16 



12/12/03 13:28 FAX 33 82712S 30 



..MACCORD MASON 



©016 



inherently flame resistant core fibers, Hic finish would be applied to the covering, non- 
inherently flame resistant fibers. 

Claim 1 9 says that the fabric is made of a plurality of uiherently flame resistant 
polyester fibers. Rubin has no teaching of inherently flame resistant polyester fibers. 

Claim 20 recites that the fabric consists of inherently flame resistant fibers, and Rubin 
has no disclosure of a greige fabric that has inherently flam.e resistant fibers. 

Claim 43 recites that at least some yams are formed entirely of inherently flame 
resistant fibers. 

Claim 44 recites that the textile article is made of a homogenous mixture of inherently 
flame resistant fibers formed into a fabric, which distinguishes over tbe Rubin et al reference. 

It is believed that this application is now in condition for allowance and same is 
earnestly solicited. Should the Examiner have any small matters requiring resolution, she is 
encouraged to telephone flie undersigned for expeditious handling. 




Registration No. 28,639 
MacCord Mason PLLC 
P. O. Box 2974 



Greensboro, NC 27402 
(336) 273-4422 
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To ibe best of our knowlcUge, ibe infbrmation contained herein is accurate. 
However, neither Ho*chst CeUnese Corpoi*adon nor any of lis divisions or 
affiltau'.i> rpn ^icta^p.!: IJabiliry of any kind for che accuracy or completeness Lhcrcof. 
Hnal detenniration of the suitability of -any informalion or mmeri^I for the Uiic 
contemplated, of its nianne-r of use, and whc^chcr I lie .suggfjsted use inrrinije'ii any 
patents is ilie sole responsibilily of ihc user, 

Copyriglit 1939, 1990 Hocchst Ccianesc CorporaciOn. All rigbw rcserv-^^d, 
CopyrigKE 1965, 1967, 197'i, 1973 Celanesc Corporation. All rights reserved 
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